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great marble tombs which now are in the Church of
Santa Reparata, but were then with many others in San
Giovanni; he being between the porphyry columns
•which are there among those tombs, and the gate of San
Giovanni which was locked ;—it so chanced that Messer
Betto and his fellowship came riding up by the Piazza di
Santa Reparata, and seeing Guido among the sepulchres,
said, " Let us go and engage him." Whereupon, spurring
their horses in the fashion of a pleasant assault, they
were on him almost before he was aware, and began to
say to him, " Thou, Guido, wilt none of our fellowship ;
but lo now ! when thou shalt have found that there is no
God, what wilt thou have done 1 " To whom Guido,
seeing himself hemmed in among them, readily replied,
ik Gentlemen, ye are at home here, and may say what
ye please to me." Wherewith, setting his hand on one
of those high tombs, being very light of his person, he
took a leap and was over on the other side ; and so
having freed himself from them, went his way. And
they all remained bewildered, looking on one another ;
and began to say that he was but a shallow-fitted fellow,
and that the answer he made was as though one should
say nothing ; seeing that where they were, they had not
more to do than other citizens, and Guido not less than
they. To whom Messer Betto turned and said thus :
Li Ye yourselves are shallow-witted if ye have not under-
stood him. He has civilly and in a few words said to
us the most uncivil thing^in the world ; for if ye look
well to it, these tombs are the homes of the dead, seeing
that in them the dead are set to dwell; and here he says
that we are at home ; giving us to know that we and all
other simple unlettered men, in comparison of him and
the learned, are even as dead men; wherefore, being
here, we are at home." Thereupon each of them under-
stood what Guido had meant, and was ashamed ; nor
ever again did they set themselves to engage him. Also
from that day forth they held Messer Betto to be a
subtle and understanding knight.*
In the above story mention is made of Guido Caval-
canti's wealth, and there seems no doubt that at that

